
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

R E G I O N 5 

77 W E S T J A C K S O N B O U L E V A R D 

CHiCAGO, IL 60604-3590 

REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF 

S-6J 
November 28, 2001 

Dear Ms. Froot: 

Thank you for your letter of November 13, 2001 with regard to the sidewalk construction in front 
of your residence and your interaction with members of my staff. 

With regard to the.sidewalk construction, the work was done under a permit issued by the City of 
Chicago. The permit (# 117889622) was issued on June 27, 2201 and FAXed to our offices the 
same day. Since the work was performed in the moratorium area, the Health and Safety Plan for 
the moratorium area must be followed by the contractor. In following the Health and Safety 
Plan, the work area must be scanned for radioactivity as work proceeds. This Agency is not 
required to be present during these activities. 

Furthermore, the sidewalk construction was permitted for the period of June 27 through 
November 19,2001. As such, this Agency has no means of knowing the exact dates of the 
construction and, therefore, cannot make construction announcements to the public. In addition, 
the City of Chicago would issue such announcements, i f given, since they issued the permit. 

With regard to your use of the emergency telephone line, Mr. Micke was correct in requesting 
that you not use that line in the future. This 24 hour emergency line is for emergencies only and 
must be kept open in order for U.S. EPA On-Scene Coordinators to quickly respond to these 
emergencies. Oil spills, fires, explosions, evacuations and recent anthrax situation are examples 
of an emergency response which should be addressed on the 24 hour emergency line. Mr. Micke 
was prepared lo return your call upon his return to his desk. 

If you have any further questions regarding your letter, please contact Fred Micke at (312) 886-
5123. 

Sincerely yours, 

Superfund Division 
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Nov. 13,2001 
Thomas Skinner 
Regional Administrator Region 5 
77 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago IL. 60604 

Dear Mr. Skinner 

This letter concerns the recent tearing up of the sidewalk and street in front of 440-480 N . Mc Clurg <3few&* 
where City Viw Condominium is located. 
Since a moratorium has been placed on this street, I expected that every precaution would be taken while 
the street was being torn up. and that the USEPA would be present to insure that all safety measures 
were in place. 

As concerned citizens I and other members of the South Streeterville Neighborhood Action Committee, 
contacted the Region 5 Office to find out if they were aware of what was happening. I made numerous 
calls but no one was available. Since I felt this was important, I paged Verneta Simon who called me 
back immediately. In spite of the fact that she was on a vacation day, she was very helpful and 
suggested I call Fred Micke on the emergency line, which I did and left a message for him. He returned 
my call, but was very annoyed that I had called him on the emergency line and instructed me never to 
call him on that line again. He also informed me that the USEPA was not required to be at the site or to 
oversee the work that was being done there. This is not my understanding. I have always been able to 
convey any concerns I've had pertaining to environmental issues with Verneta Simon and Larry Jensen 
and they have always been helpful, this was not the case now. 

We have a lot of questions , and a lot of concerns and we feel we deserve answers. 
Although Proper procedures are in place they are not being enforced. 
It would be very helpful to us and we could avoid a lot of misunderstandings if we had a PERSON from 
your office whom we could contact or who would notify us in advance of work sched. to be done. 

Sincerely ' 

Ruth Froot 

cc: Barbara Puechler -SSNAC 
Rosalie Harris—Pres. SOAR 
Verneta Simon-USEPA 
Larry Jensen-USEPA 


